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The Construction Simulator was successfully carried out through the summer and fall of 2016.   
 
On a scale of 1-5 with 5 being the highest, the overall experience rating for the Simulator was high at 
4.2.  This was the highest score ranking of any of the questions, so the students appeared to enjoy 
it.  The rating before and after the experience in relationship to interest in the Construction Field was 
also interesting as it went from 3.2 to 3.7. Some of that could be due to the Simulator or just additional 
exposure to the Construction field from the overall experience.  Question #5 was related to did your 
experience with the Simulator assist in determining your career interest and this was ranked at 3.4 
which I thought was lower than I expected, given that the students said their overall interest in the 
Construction field was 3.7.  This might be due to the education efforts that were occurring around the 
Simulator.  
  
In terms of individual school district scores, couple of items that stood out to me were: 

1.       Valley’s scores were generally the lowest in each category of all the schools. 
2.       Iowa City and Council Bluff’s had the highest scores on the area of the Construction 
Simulator assisting in determining career interest. (3.9) 
3.       The greatest gain between interest before and after was 11 points in Cedar Rapids.  Next 
was 7 points at Ottumwa, Waterloo, and Charles City.  Iowa City only gained one point and 
Dubuque Hempstead went down one point (that was a small sample size as the results were 
calculated separately from Dubuque school system as they came in a different times). 
4.        The overall rating of the Construction Simulator experience was highest in Cedar Rapids, 
Davenport, (at 4.5), the lowest was Ankeny at 3.9.  

 

The cost of providing this project was $20,500. We had approximately 560 students participate across 

the State of Iowa in this transition activity.   

CEO trailer traveling across the state to multiple IVRS locations, to demonstrate for high school 
students with disabilities how to operate heavy equipment and welding simulators: 
  
9/1/16 Council Bluffs – Tucker Center 
9/7/16 WCAO – Ankeny Centennial High School 
9/8/16 WCAO – Des Moines 
9/13/16 Sioux City – North High School 
9/19/16 WAO – Waterloo 
9/20/16 Dubuque 
9/21/16 Davenport 
9/22/16 Burlington - Burlington High School 
9/23/16 Ottumwa - Ottumwa High School 
9/26/16 FDAO – Fort Dodge Senior High School 
9/27/16 NCAO – Ames High School 
9/28/16 MCAO – Charles City High School 
9/29/16 Cedar Rapids 
9/30/16 Iowa City 
  
 



 

 

Construction Simulator 2016 

 

STATE-WIDE State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 

 

 

Ottumwa State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.8 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.2 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
3.2 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.9 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.4 

 



 

 

Ankeny State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1.  Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.5 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
3.9 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
3.1 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.6 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.1 

 

 

 

Council Bluffs State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.8 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.4 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
3.3 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.9 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.9 

 

 



 

 

Valley State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.5 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.2 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
2.7 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.1 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
2.9 

 

 

 

Cedar Rapids State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1.  Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
4.3 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.5 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
3.2 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
4.3 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.7 

 

 



 

 

Davenport State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
4.1 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.5 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
3.4 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.9 
 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.5 

 

 

 

Sioux City State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.3 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.0 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
3.2 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.4 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.3 

 

 



 

Waterloo State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.9 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.2 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
3.1 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.8 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.8 

 

 

 

 

Dubuque State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.9 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.2 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
3.4 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.8 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.8 

 

 



 

Dubuque Hempstead State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
4.3 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.2 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
2.3 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
2.2 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.3 

 

 

 

 

Charles City State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.8 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.0 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
2.8 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.5 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.3 

 

 



 

Burlington State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
3.9 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.3 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
2.9 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
3.5 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.1 

 

 

 

 

Iowa City State-Wide 
Average 

School District 
Average 

1. Based on the information you 
received leading up to the 
Construction Simulator was the 
experience what you expected? 

 
 
3.8 

 
 
4.3 

2.  How would you rate your 
experience with the Construction 
Simulator? 

 
4.2 

 
4.0 

3.  How interested were you in the 
Construction field before the 
experience? 

 
3.2 

 
4.1 

4.  How interested are you in the 
Construction field after this 
experience? 

 
3.7 

 
4.2 

5.  Did your experience with 
Construction Simulator assist in 
determining your career interest? 

 
3.4 

 
3.9 

 

 



 


